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FSS 202:  HISTORY OF FILM

Dr. Ruth Johnston
Fall 2020
Final Essay
Due Date:  DECEMBER 2, 2020 
SUBMIT ESSAYS VIA EMAIL; NO LATE PAPERS

Assignment: Compare two films viewed in class in order to explore how common stylistic and thematic issues are dealt with differently depending on the historical and cultural context in which the films are made. Draw on your journal entries and class discussions. You must use at least two sources from the assigned class readings to provide historical context and evidence to support your argument.
1. Both Sunrise and His Girl Friday focus on a day in the life of a woman. How are the women’s desires presented differently in terms of the two films’ visual styles?  How does the representation of marriage change (or not) in a film focusing on a woman in a public workplace rather than in domestic space? Use the specific historical contexts of these films’ productions to examine their differences and/or similarities.
Essay Requirements:

1. The essay should be 5-6 pages long (approximately 1250-1500 words).

2. Essays must be typed and double-spaced.

3. The thesis must define the focus of the essay. The essay should not simply compare and contrast a number of different, not clearly related aspects of the films selected but use the comparison to make a specific argument. 

4. The thesis must be the last sentence of paragraph 1.

5. Topic sentences for each body paragraph must be the first sentence of the paragraph.

6. Provide specific details from the films to support the argument of the essay. 

7. You must use the course textbook and/or reserve essays to give historical/cultural context for the comparison of films.  Document sources according to MLA style both within the essay and on Works Cited at end.

8.  Formal writing elements (a clear thesis statement, logical organization and development 
of ideas, paragraph structure, documentation of sources, and editing) will be considered      
in the grading.

9.  Number your pages.


